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February 6, 2012
Hello, Parents!!     Happy February! Happy Valentine’s Day!  I hope you are enjoying our “early spring”. But be warned ~ our winter may not be done yet.  But I sure am enjoying this 50-degree weather for now.

A few items to be aware of – please ask your child about our TinCaps reading program.  They have an opportunity to attend a TinCaps game for free in April if they meet their weekly reading goal.  Their goal for this week is to read a short non-fiction book. Please fill out and turn in the first goal by this Friday.  Thank you!

We are currently deep into our multiplication and division unit – we are focusing on 6’s, 7’s, 8’s, and 9’s.  Please continue helping your child practice these every night with their flash cards at home all during the month of February.  By the end of the month, they need to have passed all timed tests in multiplication and division for 6-9’s.

We are focusing this month on the love of God’s Word.  Our current Bible unit is focusing on Jesus showing us how to love.  We will be doing service projects throughout the month for our school, our class, and our families.  Watch for unexpected room cleanings and help with supper dishes! (  Our verse last week was Matt. 5:43-44, about loving our enemies. The verse this week is 1 John 4: 9-10, about how God loves us and sent His son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Please practice these verses every night at home so that your child will be able to say them by Friday.  

We are learning about the Revolutionary War and the beginning of our country. We will soon start our States location tests, so be watching for these study guides to come home. (We have to get our country started first, however, and the formation of “states”) We are studying George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and William Penn.  Our test will be next week. Please review and study these three chapters in their book with your student.
We will finish our study on rocks, minerals and soils this week in science, and have the test on Friday. We begin a new unit on animals with backbones, and animals without backbones next Monday.  Look for some fun animal activities to come home in the coming weeks.
One more fun item: Essie is now used to the children and ready to come visit your homes!! We will begin next week sending Essie the guinea pig home with the student who is our line leader for the weekend.  She will come home with you on Friday, and you may bring her back with you Monday after enjoying her company for the weekend.  If you are unable to host Essie, or if you have an animal that might cause Essie harm, then be sure to tell your student that they will not be able to bring her home for the weekend, and I will make sure they are given the first choice to hold Essie during class anytime they want to that week. Thank you for being willing to let your child be a care-taker for a few days and to learn responsibility.

Enjoy our remaining warm-weather days ~ colder days are a-coming!  Happy Valentine’s Day and remember – 

Greater love hath NO MAN than a man lay down His life for a friend!  Jesus did that for you!!
In His service and LOVING IT!!!
Dee Anne Vida
